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Friend remembers Trotter as leader, admirable soldier

BY MICHAEL J. BILLONI

Rich Trotter, Emerson Gloss and Ray
Sommer Jr. all received their draft notices
during the Vietnam War on the same day,
Oct. 26, 1966, four months after they made
history as members of the first graduat-
ing class from Grand Island High School.
Before they all departed for basic training,
a party was held at the Island Lanes, and
they all received good wishes from every-
one.

While the three young men were con-
cerned as they left Grand Island to serve
our country as members of the U.S. Army,
they all vowed they would get together
upon their return to the Island.

Unfortunately, Trotter did not return, as
he lost his life less than one week before
he would be heading home. Sommer, who
will represent Trotter at the unveiling of
the Charles N. DeGlopper statue on Satur-
day, June 5, received a letter from a friend
on Grand Island detailing the death of his
friend.

Staff Sgt. Trotter served with Company
D, 6th Battalion, 3rd Infantry Regiment,
9th Infantry Division. His company was
tasked with participating in a series of air
mobile assaults on suspected enemy posi-
tions. Sommer said the company’s officer
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who was charged with leading the troop
was sick and unable to participate. Trotter
volunteered to lead the troop, and shortly
thereafter, his company took heavy fire
and he was hit by enemy machine gunfire.
He died from his wounds before medics
could reach him.

For his service and the many heroic ac-
tions during his service, he was awarded
the Bronze Star, Purple Heart and the Sil-
ver Star, as well as many other medals.

Sommer served three years in the ser-
vice by working in Virginia upon his return
from Vietnam with the Army Map Service.
He said Trotter served only two years and
agreed to extend his tour in Vietnam so he
could get an early release.

“He was essentially what we called a
short-timer on his extended tour, as he
could see his discharge coming very
soon,” Sommer said. “When you are in
that position, you are usually taken out of
harm’s way and they would send you back
to the rear base. You let down your guard
because you are so excited to get home.
That is why it was hard to believe he would
volunteer to lead his troop, but that says
something about the soldier he was.”

Sommer said he “feared for his life ev-
ery day he was in Vietnam. You had to,” he
added, “Or else you would be dead.”

Sommer is so pleased Grand Island is
recognizing its veterans “because most
people have no idea the sacrifices they
made for our country.”

Ray Sommer Jr. reflects on his time in Vietnam as he admires the dedication to his friend
Staff Sgt. Richard B. Trotter.

Charles N. DeGlopper Memorial
Statue and Killed in Action Plaques Unveiling
Saturday, June 5, 2021, 9:45 a.m.

Grand Island Boulevard at the corner of Baseline Road
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December 24, 1946 - September 26, 1968

Staff Sergeant (SSgt) Trotter, a Grand Island resident and Grand Island
High Alumni, served in the Army with Company D, 6th Battalion, 31st
Infantry Regiment, 9th Infantry Division.

On September 26th 1968, less than one week from returning home
SSgt Trotter's Company was tasked with participating in a series of
airmobile assaults on suspected enemy positions. Shortly after being
inserted SSgt Trotter's Company was taking heavy enemy fire and SSgt
Trotter was hit by enemy machine gun fire. He died from his wounds
before medics could reach him.

For SSgt Trotter's exemplary service and many heroic actions during
his service he was awarded the Bronze Star, Purple Heart, The Silver
Star as well as many other metals.

SSgt Trotter is laid to rest at EIm Lawn Cemetery, Kenmore, NY.
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*You can help support the Charles N. DeGlopper Memorial by donating to: http://degloppermemorial.org/get-involved/

Legislators honor Schimminger
for public service

Vi

In the photo (left to right) Town of Tonawanda Supervisor Joe Emminger, 3rd
District Erie County Legislator Chimera, former Assemblyman Robin Schim-
minger and 4th District Erie County Legislator Hardwick (Submitted photo)

Erie County legislators Lisa Chimera and Kevin Hardwick recently
presented retired Assemblyman Robin Schimminger a proclamation
honoring his long career in Erie County and New York State govern-
ment. A lawyer by training, Schimminger was first elected to the Erie
County Legislature at the age of 26.

Serving until 1976 in the Erie County Legislature, Schimminger
went on to successfully run for the New York State Assembly where
he served for 44 years. Over his long career, Schimminger chaired
multiple committees including Small Business and Economic Devel-
opment. He was a champion for workforce training and job creation
in our area, always striving to make New York a better place for all to
live and work.

“We have been so fortunate to have Robin Schimminger advocate
for our community for such a long time. I am grateful for his service,
and I know Tonawanda is a better place because of him. He has been
a great mentor and friend to me during my own career in public ser-
vice,” said Legislator Chimera.

Legislator Hardwick stated, “During my years on the City of Tonawa-
nda Council and on the Erie County Legislature, I always found As-
semblyman Schimminger to be approachable and well-respected. He
was someone who worked for all people regardless of partisanship.
His retirement is well-earned after a long and very dedicated career
and we were pleased to recognize him for his service.”
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